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This document includes a summary of my teaching evaluations as a section-leading teaching 

assistant. I am happy to provide the complete official evaluations upon request.  

 

Course Evaluations 
Scores reflect the average of student responses on a five-point scale ranging from 1=strongly 

disagree to 5=strongly agree. NA or missing responses are excluded.  

 

 Introduction to American Politics Political Inquiry 

 Fall 2017 Spring 2018 Winter 2018 
Well-organized and prepared for class 4.8 4.8 4.8 
Presented course material clearly and 

answered questions accurately in 

class 
4.7 4.7 4.9 

Helped develop my thinking skills on 

the subject 
4.5 4.6 4.7 

Feedback on assignments, exams, 

and/or papers was helpful and 

constructive 
4.3 4.3 4.4 

Explanations were appropriate, being 

neither too complicated nor too 

simple 
4.6 4.5 4.5 

Answered questions clearly and 

effectively, helping students make 

connections among the course 

readings, assignments, and lectures 

4.7 4.5 4.6 

Genuinely interested in and 

enthusiastic about teaching 
4.7 4.9 4.6 

Accessible to students outside of class 

(office hours, email, etc.) 
4.5 4.7 4.7 

Effectively connected the section/lab 

exercises with the material covered in 

lecture 
4.6 4.8 4.6 

I would recommend this Teaching 

Assistant to other students 
100% agree 93% Agree 91% Agree 

Average Overall 4.6 4.6 4.6 
N 35 30 22 

Select Student Comments on Teaching Performance 

Introduction to American Politics (Fall 2017) 

• She facilitated a lot of discussion to learn from other students. She wanted us to think 

about our questions before giving us answers or explanations. And when she did she 

explained things very well to make sure we understood. 



• She was always clear and concise with what she was teaching us and connected our 

readings to our lectures as well as other concepts during the course which helped me see 

the bigger picture for many of the concepts. 

• Zoe had a great command of the course material and kept her section discussions very 

clear, concise, and effective. I never leave her sections with any questions and I always 

feel more comfortable with the material after class. She also creates a very welcoming 

environment where students can feel comfortable sharing their thoughts or questions. 

• I also wanted to take the time to tell you that your discussions were very helpful and 

enjoyable. Your slides were straight to the point and you did a good job of facilitating 

learning by encouraging discussions among one another. Your always went above and 

beyond to teach us class content and how its relevant to us. Thank you for everything.  

• The best thing about Zoe was that she made the course material easy to understand, and 

when it wasn't, she was easily accessible and always available to help. She never made 

you feel dumb for asking simple question and actually encouraged us to speak out for 

help when needed.  

• She seems to put in equal amounts, if not more, of effort in the reading materials so she 

can actively facilitate discussion with us. Also, the presentation slides are concise but 

very info- heavy and relevant, which I find effective in sort of clarifying some questions I 

may have from lecture.  

• Engaged with material. Genuinely cares about students. She knows my name, even 

though I am very quiet in class.  

• Even though I was a student that never really volunteered, somehow she knew my name 

and made time to talk to me when I had questions during group discussions or after class. 

It made my day! 

• They conveyed a strong understanding of the material that was presented within lecture 

and were successful in relaying said material in a much more simple and concise manner. 

They had no difficulties in answering any questions that were presented to them 

throughout the span of the course. 

 

Political Inquiry (Winter 2018) 

• Zoe is the key reason why I am understanding this class. Her discussions are so crucial 

for me, even as someone who took AP Stats in high school, to know how to solve math 

problems and understand crucial terms. Her slides and website were so useful! I really 

appreciate how she was there to help me out for every hw project and how she emails 

back fast if I had any questions. Thank you Zoe! 

• She genuinely cares about helping her students. She replies to all emails and even sends 

out helpful tips/reminders. She answers all questions students have. She's also always 

well- prepared, especially with her power points and easily navigable website. 

• Zoe clearly is knew the material very well, so I knew I could go to her with questions and 

get coherent answers. She is extremely sweet, pleasant, easy to contact, and eager to be 

helpful towards our success. Her examples display the material well and help the overall 

understanding of the material. She sums up the lectures well. 

• All of her sections were well organized and helped me to understand the materials 

covered in lectures better.  



• Always makes sure she is available. Predicts questions before they are asked and answers 

them in her notes outside of class. Shows a lot of care.  

• Cares about the growth of students, while being well-versed in political/social sciences.  

• Zoe provided lots of examples and practice problems for us to understand the material in 

different ways. She also gave thorough explanations so all of it made sense.  

• Zoe always promptly replied to any emails I sent, she answered everyone's questions 

about lecture topics and was great about providing extra practice problems and outside 

materials to help supplement lecture.  

• patient, uses examples that are clear and easy to understand, approachable  

• She was always prepared and helpful and went above and beyond to promote learning. In 

general lots of the learning for the class took place in the section.  

Introduction to American Politics (Spring 2018) 

• Fantastic teacher, really passionate and makes it interesting, good presentation skills, gets 

the whole class involved  

• Her organization, interpretation and delivery of the material, effectiveness and thought 

put into her slides and lectures, and critical thinking skills are what made her such an 

effective and outstanding TA. She was able to transfer all the knowledge from her brain 

to ours without breaking a sweat.  

• I loved the learning outcomes and the material that she would present for the class. It is 

clear that she has done this before. She knew exactly what she was talking about all the 

time. One of the best TAs I have ever had.  

• Zoe was able to connect everything back to lecture, and had great ways of explaining 

tricky concepts in an understandable manner. She was always early to class, and had 

everything prepared beforehand. Often, when discussions in class would run long, she 

knew what material was the most important to take away in the last couple minutes of 

class.  

• Zoe did a wonderful job at summarizing an entire week's worth of information from 

lectures and assigned readings in just 50 minutes of discussion class. I strongly and 

wholeheartedly believe Zoe could have single-handedly taught the whole course and 

made it much more engaging. She is able to somehow cater the information of political 

science to non-polisci majors in such an elegant and effective way that even the most 

foreign student could run for office after having her as a TA.. She demonstrated profound 

knowledge of the material and very often stimulated critical discussions which would 

otherwise not be held during lectures. I consider myself rather fortunate to have landed 

myself in her discussion class and consider her by far the best TA I have ever had in my 3 

years at UCSD  

• Zoey is easily one of the hardest working IAs that I've ever encountered in my time here 

at UCSD. Not once did she ever slow up late or look like she wanted to slack off. Her 

hard work is further demonstrated by fact that she prepared many detailed slides to better 

help explain the topics presented in class. The discussions held in class were also very 

productive.  

• Zoe was very direct and clear in her explanations and she helped me better understand the 

course content and the way in which in can be applied to current events and to relevant 

real life situations.  



• Zoe is clearly passionate and knowledgeable about this material. She always gave great 

explanations whenever I was confused about the content, and discussions always felt 

helpful. Since discussions were mandatory, I'm glad she made them feel worthwhile.  

• She knows a lot about the subject, she's very enthusiastic, and she's very helpful when 

any topic is unclear.  

• Clearly explains information and concepts. She is very organized and available, and 

clearly cares about the subject and her students.  

 


